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Abstract 
 
The project’s aim is to compile a critical edition of the iconographic representations (sculptures, 
funerary monuments, paintings, mosaics, pottery etc.) on the one hand and inscriptions of 
slaves and freedmen of the provinces of Germania Inferior and Superior and the neighbouring 
areas in Gaul (with a focus on the Greater Region) on the other hand (1-4 century AD). The 
Corpus will comprise information on the provenance of the objects and an analysis of the 
iconographic and epigraphic details. It will also contain an interpretation of the criteria of 
identification of slaves and freedmen. This project will not only focus on a collection and 
analysis of representations and inscriptions, but will also consider the socio-economic 
background of slaves and freedmen by including the archaeological evidence of the urban and 
military context besides of the rural areas, where slaves were working in. 
The multidisciplinary approach will provide the opportunity to analyse the semiotics of the 
slaves’ images and the use of these images as means of ‘propaganda’, the commemorative 
culture, the problem of the slaves’ self-representation and of their identity in different historical 
and socio-cultural contexts as well as the impact of slaves and freedmen on the economy of 
Roman Gaul and the provinces of the Germaniae. 
With the lack of written sources in the Roman provinces, their epigraphic, iconographic and 
archaeological evidence is of the utmost importance. The focus on material culture will open 
up other perspectives on the slaves’ life and status other than the literary and juridical sources.  
In terms of the quantity and quality of the evidence, the regional focus provides ideal conditions 
for the analysis of the socio-economic context of slaves and freedmen outside Italy. Therefore, 
this study can also serve as a case study for further projects on the situation of slaves in the 
Roman provinces. 


